










The Literati’s Pastime
Visual Renderings of Sima Guang’s 司馬光 (1019-1086) Garden in Ming Dynasty 

Auditorium Vandenhove
Tuesday  03.03 - 6 to 7 pm

In 1073 the eminent Chinese historian Sima Guang 司馬光 (1019-86) constructed a rustic garden in Luoyang where he had taken 
refuge after resigning from office due to his growing dissatisfaction with the political situation at court. This very garden Sima 
named “Garden of Solitary Enjoyment” (Dule yuan 獨樂園) whereas even he himself emphasized its humbleness and deficiency on 
various occasions. 

Furthermore, in a Song survey of nineteen famous gardens in Luoyang 洛陽 by Li Gefei 李格非 (c.1045-1105), it is said: “The rea-
son why it has been so admired by the world does not lie in the garden itself.” 所以為人欣慕者，不在於園耳。

Notwithstanding this fact, the fascination with this long since extinct garden still lingers in Ming dynasty artwork. Both the painter 
Qiu Ying 仇英 (1494-1552) and the amateur artist Wen Zhengming 文徵明 (1470-1559) created lofty visions on handscrolls ac-
cording to the textual references transmitted down the centuries by Sima’s report on his garden − Dule Yuan Ji 獨樂園記. 

This talk will explore into the artistic conventions of garden painting during Ming period by a comparison between Qiu Ying and 
Wen Zhengming. Besides, I will attempt to retrace the apparent influence of Sima Guang’s remembrance on garden culture in Ming 
dynasty China.
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